In 1940 Dr. Arthur Jackson of the faculty of the Yale School of Medicine brought to our attention the existence of a group of medical books in a barn in Litchfield, Connecticut. They belonged to a Litchfield resident named Mr. Joseph Cowan. Upon enquiry it was discovered that Mr. Cowan was the adopted son of Dr. J. Knight Bacon, whose mother was a daughter of Jonathan Knight, who at the age of twenty-four was appointed Professor of Anatomy when the Medical Institution of Yale College opened its doors in 1813. Dr. Harold S. Burr wrote an illuminating account of Jonathan Knight and his role in the founding and subsequent growth of the Medical Institution in 1929k but at that time was unable to ascertain the fate of his library. Dr. Burr was impressed by the fact that Knight seemed extraordinarily well informed on all phases of medical knowledge of his time and the assumption was that he had access to the latest publications. Knight himself stated that by 1838 the Library of the Medical Institution had a thousand volumes, but it seemed evident that in the early years of his professorship Knight must have had available an extensive personal library. Dr. Burr found that many early copies of the Medical and Surgical Register now in the Yale Medical Library bear Knight's signature, but nothing else from his library appeared to have found its way into the Yale collections.
There was considerable excitement, therefore, when it was discovered that the books in the barn in Litchfield bore Jonathan Knight's signature. They had apparently remained in the family since the time of Knight's death, but since no member of the present generation of descendents had followed medicine, Mr. Cowan had expressed a desire to dispose of the books. Unfortunately, several months before we heard of the collection a man representing himself as a bookseller had made off with a part of the library with the understanding that he would later pay Mr. Cowan on a commission basis. The "bookseller" has never been heard from again.2
The belief that Knight had closely followed the literature of medicine was fully vindicated by a study of the books that still remained in Mr. Cowan man was evidently very cautious about his books, for not only did he sign them on the flyleaf (sometimes followed by "Norwalk Ct." and the date), but he also systematically signed them on page 50. Jonathan Knight, Jr.,' upon inheriting his father's books, adopted the parental practice of signing them both on the flyleaf and again on page 50.
'Although Jonathan Knight did not use "Jr.," I have felt obliged to use the designations "Sr." and "Jr." to distinguish the Norwalk physician from his son.
Curiously, many of those he acquired from his father have his father's signature neatly cut out of the margin on page 50 and his own signature entered in another position along the margin. Just what his object in this could have been is impossible to determine, since his autograph is alarmingly similar to that of his father and few people would have been able to notice a difference. In fact, there are some instances where a handwriting expert would be required to determine whether the book had been signed by Jonathan Senior or Jonathan Junior. Several books carry the autograph of both father and son and thus give opportunity for comparison (Fig. 1) .
One volume of especial interest is that carrying the signature of Dr. Asahel Fitch, father of Ann Fitch, wife of Jonathan Senior. This, curiously enough, bears the date 1789, the year in which the younger Jonathan was born. There are also two works carrying the autograph of "Jas. G. Knight," younger brother of Jonathan. One of these, John Innes's A short description of the human muscles, is interleaved and there are many manuscript comments. This is one of the few volumes containing annotations. Robert Thomas's The modern practice of physic is also interleaved with many annotations, and-since the handwriting seems different from that of Jonathan Junior, the assumption is, in view of the James Knight autograph, that the annotations are by James and not Jonathan. James also studied medicine and started a practice in Stamford, Connecticut, but died young.
This collection of books brought together by one of the founders of the School gives an excellent idea of the state of medical practice and medical thought in the first half of the last century and it forms a particularly precious addition to our medical heritage at Yale. The volumes were acquired for the Library through the Harvey Cushing Fund soon after its establishment in 1940.
In examining the list, one should bear in mind the following dates: Jonathan Knight, Sr. was 
